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ment is not recommended. The greatest success has been
obtained by the use of distillate emulsion spray, ten to
fifteen gallons "being applied to an ordinary tree. The
emulsion consists of four gallons of distillate oil, one gallon
of liquid soap to two hundred gallons of water. If the in-
sects are abundant, it may be necessary to spray two or
three times. The best time for application is during the
winter when there are large numbers of egg masses, or in
the spring when the young have been hatched.
There are several predaceous insects as well as parasites
which assist in controlling the mealy bug; these include
different species of ladybird beetles, lace-wing flies, and
internal parasites.
Citrus Red Spider ( Tetranychus mytilas'pidis) and Six Spotted
Mite (T. sexmacnlatus)
There are two species of red spiders which attack citrus
trees in California. They occur throughout the citrus dis-
tricts and rank second to scale insects as citrus pests. They
injure the plant by sucking the juices from the tissues,
giving a characteristic mottled and sickly appearance to
the leaves. The green fruit also is attacked, and an objec-
tionable pale silvery color produced. Red spiders also
sometimes injure lemons in packing-houses while the lemons
are in storage.
Since the citrus red spider is the one usually responsible
for injury to citrus trees, that species is the one which will
be discussed here. The common red spider or six spotted
mite does not limit itself to citrus as a food plant, although
in San Diego County it is sometimes a more important
lernon pest than the other species.
The citrus red spider was introduced from Florida on
nursery stock about 1890 and has been a serious pest since